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VALORIZATION TO CONSERVE RUBBER TREES OF BRAZIL
Go eminent Finds That Industry Must

Be Ireated Like Coffee Business in
Order to Insure Stability in Future1
0. P. Sperber Finds That Product Must
Always Be Taken From Juneie Savs
Plantations Will Never Be a success
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churches with the various
i onimlsslons have opened communication
by letter have replied that they wcio very
much Interested in the but that they
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The rubber tapper makes n of
special design on new tree he finds
and his hrnnd is always respected by
Jungle runners. Every rubber tapper
brands between SOand ISO scattered
sometimes over as acres. This is
called one estrade. branding all
the trees the prospector sloshes with his
tapping cutlass a through the bush
running from tree to tree, which facilitates
his ho returns in tho tapping

"In October he paddles his way back to
his estrude and begins the tapping, which
lasts until the end of December. The
trees are tapped in the early morning
and the flow of lasts about two
hours, which the wound and
the tree must be permitted to rest twenty-fou- r

hours.
"In January. February nnd March

equatorial drown the junglo
and tapping impossible. Opera-
tions start nnow in April, nnd June
and then tho prospecting reason begins.

"Rubber is the cream from the juice,
the or the latex, of several wirieties
of tree or shrub. This Is not the
same as the sap, nnd it runs in different
channels and performs different functions.
As this Inter flows from the out, it lias the
appearance of milk and acta in he
same way. If left to itself, the latex
separates into a fluid and a surface
mass, like cream, is India rubber.

", .ir:ous way have been developed or
devised for obtaining this rubber from the
latex, the process being intrinsically
coagulation. The aboriginal method
nee m to have in I1ra7.1l, hy smoking

elsewhere natural heat is applied
or mineral or chemical additions are
to tho milk to (.eparate tho rubber. II

the has been carried
into practice using the hejiar.itor
apparatus no elllcient in tho dairy in-

dustry.
"It cannot be doubted but that the co-

agulation process adopted lias a noticeable
influence on tho character and market
price of entile rubber, although the kind
or tree from which the latex flows, as well
as the soil in which it grows, nro substan-
tial factors in tho result. Having been up
to within recent largely a matter
of natlvo habit, left altogether in un-

scientific hands by tho buyers or rubber
the coagulation showed romarkablndilTor-ence- s

and in some instances has even
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between lepioseutntives of liturgical
communions and those who do not favor
the use of liturgy. It l probiblo tint
one will be held in No'v Yor'c sonn tines
during fall.
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Tho l!nv, Henry S. Nash, D. D ol Cam-
bridge, .Mass.

The liuv. A, a Mortimer, 1). I)., of Phlln-delphi-

It has been estimated that representa-
tives of about luo.nuu.ooochristlaiis an sup-
porting the movement. Among tho church
orgauf zni ions which ha all oaciy a
commissions ore tho Prosbylerian Church

tho United Hlntej of America, Pres-
byterian church In ihe United States, the
United Presbyterian Church North
America, iho Itetormed Presbyterian
Church of North .America, the. Congrega-
tional Church, the Ilinclnlcs or Christ,
Methodist Kpiscopal Church the
Houthsm HsptlM Convention, the Moravian
Church In America, the Methodist
fhuroh iNorthi. the erormed In
the United States, ihe Evangelical Lutheran
Church, the Free baptist hurrh, Re-
formed Church In America and the

Preabyterlsii Church North
Alusrlcs,

I

impressed a name upon the product;
niggerhends, biscuits and scraps rn
among the terms applied but the shape
of tho crude rubber usually indicates the
placo from which Is shipped. It will take
years to unlformizo tho various) nath'e
plans adopted for coagulation. Perhaps
this will never bo accomplished, but on
plantations where careful study can be
given to tho matter it has been determined
t hat heating by smoke produces the clean-
est and purest rubber for commercial
export.

"Ilubber is rubber, whether from a tree
on tho Amazon, in the uplands of Ceara,
tho mountains of Bolivia, the jungles of
Nicaragua, the fastnesses of tho Congo,
tho cultivated plantations of Ceylon orthe
northern regiousof Mexico; tho important
question is, however, whether the plant
lias an abundant yield of latex. Therefore
the source of supply has been the suBjeot
of great study for the botanist ever sine
tho first. Amurican discovered saw the
curious balls and bottles of tho natives

"At the present day a narrow strip of
forost on tho banks of the Amazon and its
tributaries produces over one half of the
world r supply of rubber. There is no
doubt in my mind that tho basin of Hi

Amazon will remain for ever the nnln
source of rubber supply. A I said before,
tho rubber forest has hurdly been touched

yet . Only successful rubber plantations
the discovery of synthetic, rubber could

jcopardizo the supremacy of tho Amazon
forest.

"The hevea, which is tho rubber tree iar
excellence, cannot 'grow anywhetu else,
for it reepiires a low lying rich, deep soil
with such abundant moisture as only
equatorial legions can provide. Rubber
planting lias been tried in many parts of
tho world and has supplied entci prising
promoters with a new scheme for swin-

dling the gullible. Ninety per cent. of the
plantations in which so many have in-

vested tlioir savings have been entirely
abandoned. In Voru C'rtiz alone $10,000.-tio- o

wa invested in rubber plantations.
At tho present day the whole planted area
is not worth a half million.

"fustilloa eloatica, which has been
planted extensively in Mexico and Central
America, requires a rich, deep soil and a
moderate amount of moisture. Like all
junglo t ii-e-s it is easily killed by strong
winds and direct sunlight. When all the
necessary conditions uro tilled und if this
tree does not din before, attaining its tenth
or twelfth year, ii yields aloul two ounces
or rubber, that is thirty-on- o pounds an
acre. A very poor tith-in- c investment
indeed!

"OptimNts have boon trying to acclima-
tize lievc-- a in tho tnnienito ronu. liven ir
they should succeed, which I doubt, they
will havo to wait quite soire time befor
gathering nn ounco or rubber. My ob-

servations in tlie Amazon forest have
convinced ii'o thuf. even under ideal con-

ditions tho hevou, tieo docs not begin to
give good late:; until its fifteenth year.
Younger trees even under caiclul tapping
soon become, stunted or dio.

"Finally many hovca trees planted in
I'jst India and elsewhere are killed in their
fouith year by a parasitic tubercle which
attacks tlioir loots. This is why I have
alisolutcly no faith in the future of rubber
plantations. Tho demand for rubber

who also Ine ludo Whm
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"At present rubber gatherers undoubt-

edly destroy an enormous numb?r of trees
order to gather n oro latex at a tinio

and to reap their cash rawnrd a little more
speedily, Tho Brazilian and other Gov-

ernments interested in tho production
of rubber arc earnestly striving to con-

serve the forests and rectify tho mistakes
of tho earlier prospectors. Vhal is needed,
however, are lines of railroads penetrating
tho wilderness and lines of motor launches
plying on the tributaries of tho Amazon
and enabling tho rubber gatherers to
reach rapidly tho unexplored regions,

"More rubber is needed to develop the
rubber gathering industries. Unless prices
nro guaranteed against nn unexpected
break it is very difficult for rubber men
to find new capital. The Clovernmeill it
then practically compelled to lend a help
ing hand; it canuut afford, howaver,

' invest publio unless iti.. winu i c.i.,.1. i. i. .., to
nichmond. V. "' trol tho value of the collateral. And this
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scheme.
"Many Brazilians are hostile to the idea.

They do not relish the idea of all the avail-

able funds being used in the develop-
ment of one or two cultures. A good deal
of land, they eay, remains fallow which
could be made to produce the staples
Ilrazil needs and buys abroad. And then
there is tho dread of fcynthelio' rubber,
whose discovery would mean absolute ruin
for all Para rubber 'merchants,

Tlio Unjted Mates,.which is the largest
buyer of rubbor. need not worry unduly
liver Ihe new valorization", It i not likely
to raise the prlco ofyubbrt but it will
Increase" the production of that commodil y

and by regulating the 'financial condition
of the rubber trado will confer n distinct
benefit on any one hsvinj good to mU

for Brazilian consumption."


